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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a First Office Action for Application no. 10/756,567 filed on January 13, 
2004 wherein claims 1-10 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3-6, and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by US Patent 6,862,045 to Morimoto et al. 
[claim 1] 

As shown in Figure 2, Morimoto teaches an image information decoder which 
receives a plurality of coded image compression information and outputs the information 
as one image data, the apparatus comprising: 

A dividing means (22) for dividing the plurality of image compression information 
(Col 8 Lines 20-23 and Lines 30-40). Note: the multiple separator section (22) of 
Morimoto divides the TS packets into the PES packets which are stated by Morimoto to 
be packets of frames (Col 8 Lines 20-23). 



Application/Control Number: 10/756,567 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2621 

A decoding means (246) for decoding each of the divided image compression 
information and extracting output time information (PTS) indicating a time when image 
data obtained by the decoding is to be outputted (Col 1 Line 49, Col 8 Lines 61-67). 

A storage means (245, 248, 247) for storing the image data and output time 
information. Morimoto teaches the storage means (245) stores the image data and 
output time data before being decoded (Col 8 Lines 61-63). Morimoto further teaches 
storage means (248) stores the decoded image data while the time control section (247) 
stores the output time data (Col 8 Line 66-Col 9 Line 11). 

A reference time information generating means (26 in Figure 1) for generating 
reference time information (Col 8 Lines 54-60). 

An output image selecting means (247) for making a comparison between the 
reference time information and output time information and writing, to a storage means 
(249), selection information intended for selecting, as an extraction destination, an area 
where there is stored one, having an output time nearest to the reference time, of image 
data including earlier output time information than the reference time information (Col 9 
Lines 5-17). 

A displaying means (LCD 34 in Figure 1) for extracting image data according to 
the selection information recorded in the storage means and displaying the image data 
as one image data synchronously with the reference time (Col 1 Lines 45-54, Col 7 
Lines 5-14, Col 9 Lines 15-17). 
[claims 3 and 8] 



Application/Control Number: 10/756,567 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

Morimoto further teaches the use of the apparatus with image compression 
information complying with the MPEG-4 standard (Col 6 Lines 22-25). 
[claims 4 and 9] 

As stated above in claim 1, Morimoto teaches the output time information is PTS 
(presentation time stamp) (Col 1 Line 49, Col 8 Lines 37-40). 
[claims 5 and 10] 

Morimoto teaches the additional use of an output time information for each frame 
(Col 8 Lines 41-53, Col 8 line 67-3, and Col 9 Line 10-12). This timing information 
would inherently be a reciprocal number of the number of frames received per unit time 
as it relates to the PTS of a PES packet of frames, 
[claim 6] 

Morimoto teaches a method for decoding image information using the apparatus 
of claim 1 (Col 8 Line 30-Col 9 Line 23). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Morimoto as applied to claims 1 and 6 above, and further in view of US Patent 

6,549,240 to Reitmeier. 

[claims 2 and 7] 
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As shown above for claims 1 and 6, Morimoto teaches the apparatus and method 
for decoding and displaying compressed image information (Col 8 Line 30-Col 9 Line 
23, Figs 1 and 2). Morimoto is silent on the display means having a variable number of 
display image frames per unit time and varying the reference time information according 
to number of display image frames. 

Reitmeier teaches an apparatus and system for adjusting timing information for 
displays with different frame rates (Col 6 Lines 35-41, Col 14 Lines 28-41, Tables 2-5, 
Fig. 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the frame rate conversion means of Reitmeier with the apparatus of 
Morimoto in order to avoid 3:2 pull down artifacts (Col 8 Lines 4-5). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





